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Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.51, 1.56 
and 1.97-1.99, Applicants, identify the art set forth on PTO Form 
1449 as references in connection with this case. 

All of the cited art, including Bogner et al, U. S. Patent 
6,626,120; Crabb et al., U. S. Patent 6,565,730; Romans, U. S. 
Patents 5,542,364 and 5,392,707; Wintersteiger et al., U. S. 
Patent 4,896,616; and Tye, U.S. Patent 4,285,444 are collectively 
described on page 1, lines 9-26 of the present application and 
such patents are believed to be of general interest. Copies of 
all of the above patents have been provided. 

It is noted that copies of Crabb et al . , U. S. Patents: 
6,401,638; 6,374,759; 6,325,005; and 6 , 109 , 109 . (which are 
mentioned in the present application) have not been included as 



such references are related patents and believed to be 
essentially duplicative to the disclosure of Crabb et al., U. S, 
Patent 6,565,730 cited above. 

None of the references cited herein teach or suggest 
Applicant's claimed invention. 

It is respectfully submitted that the present application is 
in a proper form for allowance. Such action is respectfully 
requested at an early date. 

Applicants or their patent attorney may have been exposed to 
or considered art relating to the general class of the subject 
invention. However, if in fact such exposure or consideration 
has occurred, to the best of their recollection and judgment, 
none of such art is prior art which is believed to be material to 
this application. 




Thomas R. Shaffer 
Registration No. 30,325 
Attorney for Applicants 



Glassmire & Shaffer Law Offices, P.C. 
5 East Third Street, P.O. Box 509 
Couder sport, Pennsylvania 16915 
(814) 274-7292 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment, Commissioner 
for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date 
set forth below: 

Glassmire & Shaffer Law Offices P.C. 
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considered. Include copy of this fbmn with next convnunication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.Qov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two4etter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the sedal number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WiPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This coBection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by »ie public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. ConTidentiatity is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coDection Is estinated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, end submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time win vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infonnation Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance in oompleting the fonn, catf 1-800-PTO-9199and seiect option 2. 



